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Sharing Your Best Work With Others
Teachers, we all know that you 
have much of value to offer your 
students. It is my hope that you 
realize that you also have much 
of value to offer other teachers 
in our school. But, as our time 
together continues to wind down, 
it is my hope that you realize that 
you also have much of value to 
offer the world of education at 
large.

If you’re one of those teachers 
and are willing to share freely, 
in the digital age you can and 
should do so in many different 
ways. Why would you consider 
sharing your talents with the field 
beyond the walls of this building? 
There are many reasons, but the 
best one is this: Sharing, because 
it promotes reflection and learn-

ing, makes you a better teacher. 
If you are thinking about sharing 
your knowledge and experience 
with others, but don’t know how 
to begin, let me offer you a few 
suggestions.

CREATE A TED-ED LESSON. One 
of the best ways for teachers to 
share a lesson is to create a TED-
Ed lesson. These three- to five-
minute animated videos focus on 

topics ranging from chemistry to 
Shakespeare to origami. Each ani-
mation is created by a classroom 
teacher in collaboration with a 
TED-Ed scriptwriter, professional 
animator, and voice-over actor. 
There are plenty of examples out 
there for you to look at to get 
some ideas on how you can do 
this.

POST A VIDEO TO THE TEACHING 
CHANNEL. Teachers willing to 
post to the internet a high-quality 
video of themselves engaged in 
the act of teaching can do so via 
Teaching Channel. Launched in 
2011, this nonprofit organization 
aims to revolutionize the profes-
sion by providing free lesson 
sharing.
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SMS Student Spotlight
This week’s student spotlight 
is Molly Spencer.  Molly is an 
8th grade student from the 
Blue Barracudas Team. Molly 
excels in the classroom, mak-
ing straight A’s and is known 
for always lending a helping 
hand to others in need.  Molly 
is a member of the SMS Beta 
Club and she keeps stats for 
the SMS and FCHS Football 
Team.  Recently, on a school 
field trip at Mr. Gatti’s, Molly 
won 1000 tickets. Instead of 
cashing them in for herself, 
without hesitation and unwar-
ranted, Molly gave her tickets 
to a student in Mrs. Bussell’s 
class.  Her giving heart is one of her unique qualities. 
Thanks to this young lady for being #FCSBOLD.

“Look up at the stars and not down at 
your feet. Try to make sense of what 
you see, and wonder about what makes 
the universe exist. Be curious. “

- Stephen 
Hawking

MONDAY

Reading Benchmark Assessment 
(8th Grade AM, 7th Grade PM)

Soccer @ Powell Co

Volleyball @ West Carter

Fleming County Schools will be on 
Spring Break April 2nd - 6th. We 
hope everyone enjoys the time off 
and gets a chance to rest and relax 
as we gear up for the stretch run 
toward Summer Break!!

WEDNESDAY

On-Demand Benchmark Assess-
ment (8th Grade AM)

No Faculty Meeting

Baseball @ East Carter

THURSDAY

Drama Play for Elementary Stu-
dents (12:00 PM)

Fast Pass Writing

Volleyball vs. Robertson Co

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Math Benchmark Assessment  
(7th Grade AM, 8th Grade PM)

Soccer vs. Menifee Co

Please make sure that you are setting aside time to 
meet as a team to discuss student issues. Set a time 
weekly to get together either before or after to school 
and spend 15-20 minutes talking about these issues. 
These meetings don’t need to be very long, but it’s im-
portant that your entire team is on the same page. Whit-
ney or I will be happy to sit in if and when you need us. 
Just give us a heads up and we will make every effort to 
be there. 

This week will be our 3rd and final benchmark assess-
ment for this school year. On Monday we will assess 
Reading. Tuesday will be Math. Wednesday will be On-
Demand for 8th graders. This time for the On-Demand 
assessment, our 8th graders will complete a stand-
alone AND a passage-based prompt. We will spend the 
first Wednesday faculty meeting following spring break 
scoring the responses. Please make plans to attend and 
participate in that activity.

On Friday, our Drama students will present their produc-

Staff Reminders
tion of Robin Hood. Mrs. Harn, Mrs. Ryver, and all of the students have 
been working extremely hard to prepare. I know that we are all in for a 
treat. The show will begin around noon. As soon as we get into 5th pe-
riod and take attendance, we will begin calling classes to the auditorium. 
Prior to Friday’s production for our school, on Thursday afternoon (March 
29th) they will present the play for elementary students. As a result, 
those kids will miss some of their afternoon classes that day. We will get 
you a list of students this week, so you may make alternative arrange-
ments for any activities they may miss.

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Campus. Grade checks 
take place every Monday morning and parents are keeping a close eye 
on student progress. Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make 
every effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either email or phone 
call.
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FRIDAY

Drama Play (12:00)

Drama Play (6:00 PM)

Baseball @ West Carter

TUESDAY

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

UPLOAD A LESSON PLAN TO 
THE INTERNET. If you have a 
great lesson plan and are will-
ing to share it freely, consider 
uploading it to Share My Lesson, 
the Yelp of teacher lesson plans. 
Here, teachers can find lesson 
plans produced by other teach-
ers and also leave feedback.

START A BLOG—OR CONTRIB-
UTE TO SOMEONE ELSE’S. 
Over the years, I’ve read many 
teacher-produced blogs. If you 
don’t wish to invest the time 
needed to create a blog you can 
share your lessons, reflections, 
and students’ work on the blogs 
of others. Edutopia, KQED’s In 
the Classroom, and PBS’s Teach-
ers’ Lounge are a great place to 

start.

HOST A WEBINAR—OR CON-
TRIBUTE TO SOMEONE ELSE’S. 
A webinar—short for Web-based 
seminar—is a presentation, 
sometimes interactive, that’s 
available over the internet. 
Subscribers have the opportu-
nity to join from their home but 
still ask questions and engage 
with the presenter; you can 
also watch a non-interactive 
archived version of a webinar 
after it’s over.

POST TO TWITTER. Twitter is an 
excellent place for teachers to 
consume and learn. Therefore, 
if you have something to share 
with other teachers, I suggest 

you tweet. I especially suggest 
that you use Twitter to show-
case your students’ work. Doing 
so will increase student en-
gagement.

Continued from page 1

This week’s Staff Spotlight is Mrs. Marilyn Flora, an 
Instructional Aide at Simons Middle School.  Mrs. Flora 
and her husband William (Possum) live in Flemingsburg.  
They have two children Jarred and Shawn and two 
grandchildren Trinity and Ellory.  Mrs. Flora a is a huge 
Kentucky Basketball fan and a graduate of Fleming 
County High School.  She is an asset to our SMS team as 
she is always willing to help in any way possible.  Mrs. 
Flora is dedicated to our school and works each day to 
make sure that all students have equal learning oppor-
tunities.  Mrs. Flora is always positive and is one of the 
kindest people in our building.  Thank you, Mrs. Flora, 
for all that you do for us at Simons Middle School and 
thank you for being #FCSBold
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